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strategies for teaching
academic paper writing:

main teaching
focus:

general writing courses

(writing centres)
writing process

discipline specific writing courses

(term papers)
text genre

key dimensions of academic writing
(Kruse 2006)

process
(composition)

product
(text genre)

content
(propagation of knowledge)

context
(social interaction)

Participation in the social

interactions of academic 

discourse involve writers in 
discoursal practices that are

largely argumentative and 

competetive (Hyland 2004)
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write review

presentdiscuss

publish

COLAC: collaborative academic paper writing

computer support

• community building platform

• online communication

• online supervision

• data exchange

group actions

• writing:        composition

• reviewing:   metadiscourse

• presenting:  knowledge consolidation

• discussing:  social interaction

• (publishing:  text genre documentation)

EATAW ‘07



COLAC: details

organization
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presentswrites

paper

author

group

reads audience

1. paper production

(primarily online)

2. paper presentation

(primarily offline)

revises

review

group
reviews

assesses instructor
supportive
interaction,

positive
interdependence

discusses

asks questions
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COLAC: integrative strategy

Introduction to the History of English

3 ECTS / BA course (compulsory)

+

lectures

presentations

C
O

L
A

C
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COLAC: distance model

Introduction to the History of English
(Basel)

Introduction to Old and Middle English 
(Zürich)

presentation/discussion

review
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Writing process

suggestion

comments

support
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Review process

metadiscourse

(students)

support

(instructor)
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Logins
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Postings
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Messages
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duration:               92  days

students:             85       (71 BS /     14 ZH)

logins:              6'768  (5'698 BS / 1'070 ZH)

postings:          2'425  (2'145 BS /    280 ZH)

messages:       2'842  (2'588 BS /    254 ZH)

Instructors:          3   (2 BS / 1 ZH)

logins:                532

postings:            365

messages:         382 

postings/day: 30

postings/student: 29

logins/day:           79
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Evaluation results

students:

� team work

� paper writing

� electronic communication

instructors:

� insight in learning process/progress

� electronic platform

� video conference

� demanding course

� time management

� active participation

� student‘s commitment

� learner centered teaching

� time management

�

�
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Future plans

analyzing the socio-communicative data

refining the model to meet portability requests

promoting the model

gaining further cooperation partners for the distance model
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